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Monday, June 6th 2022 

Working Groups meeting 

1st session 

The meeting started at 10.00. Stefano Benazzi, the host of the meeting and Vice-Chair of the Action, greeted all 

present, those present in-person, as well as those present virtually, gave some technical information about the venue 

and the coffee breaks, and then gave floor to Ivor Janković, the Action Chair. Ivor Janković asked all present to 

introduce themselves in a few sentences. 

Ivor Janković then gave basic information about the Action, gave an update on Action status and major issues to discuss 

at the Working Groups meeting. 

 

Grant period 1 (from 1/11/2020 to 31/10/2021) 

 at the time of approval: 12 countries and 28 proposers involved 

 virtual kick-off meeting, MC and WGs Meeting 

 individual WGs meetings (online) 

 WGs Meeting in Tübingen (in-person) 

 Website established, https://inealcost.inantro.hr and https://www.cost.eu/cost-action/integrating-

neandertal-legacy-from-past-to-present/ 

 Facebook, two iNEAL newsletters published  

 EAA iNEAL Session in Kiel (virtual) 

 6 STSMs  

 3 training schools (WG2 virtually, WG4 and WG1 in-person) 

 end of the GP 1: 27 countries and 70 people involved 

 

Grant period 2 (from 1/11/2021 to 31/10/2022) 

 currently, 29 countries (of which 19 ITC) and 71 people officially involved (not counting TS attendees, STSM 

grantees and other people that are contributing or want to contribute) 

 Problem: changes in COST policy, need to individually apply as WG members 

 new interested applicants and people who already contribute (will become WG members)  

 individual WGs meetings (online) 

https://inealcost.inantro.hr/
https://www.cost.eu/cost-action/integrating-neandertal-legacy-from-past-to-present/
https://www.cost.eu/cost-action/integrating-neandertal-legacy-from-past-to-present/


 

 

 
 

  
  

 up to 12 STSMs planned, 4 approved at the moment (Ivor Janković stressed that the Action has to attract more 

young researchers and innovators from ITC; a suggestion was made to advertise STSM with a specific topic and 

with host and supervisor already determined) 

 2 ITC conference grants available (one approved) 

 2 dissemination grants (for EAA attendance, we have two candidates interested) 

 4 training schools (all in-person) (WG2 and WG4 finished, WG1 to follow and WG3 soon)  

 new Science Communication Officer: Agnė Žilinskaitė (Newsletter no. 3 basically finished and no. 4 is in 

preparation) 

 MC meeting will be held soon virtually as preparation for the GP3 

 

News and outcomes related to the Action 

 successful application for the ERC Advanced grant FIRSTSTEPS by our WG1 Leader Katerina Harvati and our 

Vice – Chair Stefano Benazzi! Congrats! Also, other WG iNEAL members involved in it.  

 a new edited volume Updating Neanderthals: Understanding Behavioural Complexity in the Late Middle 

Palaeolithic to be published soon and edited by Francesca Romagnoli, Florent Rivals and Stefano Benazzi. 

 Please send update so we can advertise it (EAA, website, Newsletter, social media) 

 A 140-page special on Neandertals published by the leading Croatian Newspapers including a section on the 

iNEAL Action. Important impact: over 6000 copies sold in the first 3 weeks 

 Several newspapers, TV and radio appearances that reference the Action 

 All about relevant publications, media appearances etc. should be communicated to Sanjin Mihelić, WG4 

Leader, Agnė Žilinskaitė, Science Communication Manager, and Ivor Janković, Action Chair. 

 

Major goals for the WG meeting in Ravenna: 

 Status of the Action and goals/outcomes per each WG (WG leaders) 

 Defining the missing experts and expertises (WG leaders)                                                          

 Discussion and suggestions for the best approach to overcome this (all members) 

 Report on the status of the data input (WG leaders)                                                                             

 Discussion and suggestions for the best approach to overcome this (all members) 

 Data input platform. Discussion and final decision on the best format(s) (WG leaders and all participants) 

 Urgent goals for the rest of the GP2 and goals for the GP3 

 Deadlines and people responsible for each task (for items 2 and 3) 

 Various items and suggestions (all participants) 

 



 

 

 
 

  
  

2nd session 

After the coffee break, Jean-Luc Voisin presented the work of the Working Group 1 (Fossil data), as Katerina Harvati, 

the WG1 Leader could not be present. In 2021, members of WG1 participated in a session organized by the Action, 

entitled Integrating Neandertal Legacy: From Past to Present, in 27th Annual Meeting of the European Association of 

Archaeologists Widening Horizons (online, Kiel, Germany, September 6-11). 25% of the participants were WG1 

members. Jean-Luc Voisin presented the ideas of WG1 for the next steps: publish a book at the end of the Action, 

associate the data to the gdrive tables. As there is a need to move forward, he expressed the need to determine who 

will do what (at least for WG1) and compile their data with WG2 and WG3. 

Ivor Janković commented that templates were sent to WG leaders for the input of data and remind everyone that WG1 

and WG2 will have to input their data and then WG3 will add their data to the existing ones. 

Francesca Romagnoli, the WG2 Leader, presented the work of WG2, stressed that group has increased from the last 

grant period significantly (37+ students and young researchers from 19 countries which are very active). Their activities 

include collaboration with other groups (WG4), collaboration on iNEAL newsletter, collaboration with Jean-Luc Voisin 

and his project “Travel in the Neandertal World”, preparing for participation in the Annual Meeting of the European 

Association of Archaeologists in Budapest, organisation of Training School (The technological variability at the 

transition between Middle to Upper Palaeolithic, May 4 – 6, 2022, Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Archaeology, 

Brno, Czech Republic, in which there was 27 participants from 14 countries). In 2022, WG2 plans to organize three 

online workshops: Classification and terminology in lithic analysis across space and time (leaded by Andrew Kandel); 

Multi-proxis faunal analysis (Leaded by Ana B. Marin Arroyo and Florent Rivals); Blade production within Levallois 

technology (leaded by Jacopo Gennai, Davide Delpiano and Marco Peresani). Francesca Romagnoli also presents an 

edited volume Updating Neanderthals: Understanding Behavioural Complexity in the Late Middle Palaeolithic to be 

published soon and edited by Florent Rivals, Stefano Benazzi and herself. The book offers a comprehensive update on 

the variability and diversity of Neandertal behaviours during the Late Pleistocene; presents an interdisciplinary 

reconstruction of Nenaderthals by assessing archaeology, palaeontology, paleoecology, palaeoanthropology, genetics, 

and cognition; critically reviews the reliability of archaeological data and the theoretical and methodological advances 

of the last 30 years; discusses the most debated Neandertal themes, such as genetics, diet, socio-economy and art. 

Francesca Romagnoli concluded and stressed the fact that the Action has only two more years and that there is a lot 

of countries involved, and if the Action has decided that it wants to have a catalogue ready by the end of the Action, 

we have to move faster. Ivor Janković commented that he thinks that feasible, but also, after the end of the Action we 

can work on updating the catalogue. 

Francesca Romagnoli said that a list of at least the first five sites for each country needs to be determined to start 

inputting. Working Group 2 already started inputting, however, in the last meeting it was decided to focus a catalogue 

on human remains, so they stopped waiting for information by WG1. Francesca Romagnoli expressed her opinion that 

WG2 is missing a general setting of what to do, how to do it and in what timeline. 



 

 

 
 

  
  

Ivor Janković asked WG1 (Jean-Luc Voisin and Stefano Benazzi), if it would be possible to show the list of sites and list 

of people in charge of that sites which can provide students that will fill in the data. Francesca Romagnoli commented 

that it is important to determine in this meeting which information (the minimum information) we want to include 

and how we want to express it, and then see if we can expand the information. Trine Kellberg Nielsen asked about the 

purpose of collecting the data and said that the Action needs to address this first. 

Maria Gurova asked if there can be small research funded, as she thinks that a sediment DNA is a peculiar topic and 

potentially very interested. Ivor answered that COST doesn’t fund research per se, but a person doing STSM can travel 

and collect data, and dating can be done elsewhere.  

Stefano Benazzi suggested that the Action uses  ROCEEH project and its database ROAD (presented in the past meeting 

in Tübingen) and asks for a list of sites with human remains in Europe. Then the Action can expand on it. Ivor reminded 

everyone that Andrew Kandel was open to hold a training for ROAD database usage, and that he thinks that he will be 

open to provide this list. 

Stefano Benazzi stressed once more what he thinks is the easiest day – that the Action uses the ROAD database, but 

also supports it, sees what is missing, and in this way, the Action doesn’t have to be focused on human remains.  

Ivor asked Jean-Luc Voisin to show a presentation on various databases and to show couple of pages of Oakley. Giulia 

Marciani, who was doing an STSM in Tübingen, said that she can download a list from the ROAD, so it was agreed to 

show it after lunch. Damian Stefanski offered to prepare a map of the sites. Carolin Röding said that ROAD started with 

Africa and expanded with Europe, so there is a lot of data that there is not yet inputted. Francesca Romagnoli asked 

to see what would a page in the planned iNEAL catalogue look like before the meeting ends. This would be very useful, 

at least as a starting point.  

 

3rd session 

After the lunch break, Ron Pinhasi, WG3 Leader, and Daniel Fernandes, WG3 Substitute Leader, presented the activities 

of WG3. They presented the WG3 genomic data and data associated with it to be included in the shared database. It 

was presented in an excel file. Liran Carmel suggested that the table should contain data related to epigenetics. Ivor 

Janković asked Ron Pinhasi to email the table to all WG leaders and Stefano Benazzi for the next day’s discussion on 

database format. Daniel Fernandes, WG3 Substitute Leader, presented the planned Training School of WG3, entitled 

Introduction to Neanderthal palaeogenomic analyses for non-geneticists (July 18 – July 19, 2022, Department of 

Evolutionary Anthropology, University of Vienna, Austria). 

Sanjin Mihelić, WG4 leader, asked everyone to share with the WG4 the outcomes or achievements related to the 

Action for dissemination purposes. He continued with presentation of WG4’s activities: 

 communication (website / social media / newsletter); iNEAL calendar of events 2023-2024. He asked everyone 

to share important events and dates in their countries. 



 

 

 
 

  
  

 conferences, webinars, roundtables. He asked everyone interested in organizing a webinar/public lecture or a 

similar event that approach him with an idea and if they are in a need of a support in the organization of such 

events. Furthermore, he presented the iNEAL session planned for European Association of Archaeologists in 

Budapest, planned for 31 August – 3 September 2022. He also announced that this year’s booklet will be 

printed. 

 Training School Neandertals in education organized from April 26 – 28, 2022 in Neanderthal Museum, 

Mettmann, Germany, was a success. Two more Training Schools are planned until the end of the Action (one 

on presentation Presenting and Interpreting Neandertals and the other one on tourism Neandertals in Tourism. 

Dates and locations are to be determined – volunteer if you like to host it! 

 WG4 project portfolio (publications planned for the Action – what we obliged to do in MoU) 

 iNEAL conference in late summer/early fall 2024 in Zagreb, Croatia – start preparing! 

The meeting ended at 16.30. 

 

Stefano Benazzi, the host of the meeting and Vice-Chair of the Action gave a tour of the BONES Lab (Laboratory of 

Osteoarchaeology and Paleoanthropology), Department of Cultural Heritage. 

 

  



 

 

 
 

  
  

Tuesday, June 7th 2022 

Working Groups meeting 

1st session 

The meeting started at 9.30. 

Ivor Janković gave a summary of what was discussed – the idea is to create an excel file with different sheets. The first 

sheet would contain basic information relevant to all Working Groups, without going into details. Other sheets would 

contain more information, more specifics, relevant to individual Working group (2nd sheet for WG1, 3rd sheet for WG2, 

4th sheet for WG3). WG2 can add sites to their sheet that doesn't contain human remains, if it is relevant. It would not 

be included in publication, but it would be very important. Therefore, the first sheet would have less information, so 

in this meeting it must be decided what the first sheet needs to contain, what kind of information, as this will be the 

basis for the printed book which actually will be an update of Oakley 1971. 

Ron Pinhasi asked if the database will be web based to make it more accessible, as excel file will be too slow with so 

much information. Ivor Janković said that the excel file will include links to additional information. 1st sheet will be an 

update of Oakley, of course on Neandertals, sites with human remains, and with other type of data. The duration of 

the Action won't allow us to do anything else other than a publication – which will be very simple, but very important. 

Ron Pinhasi commented that html (private or public, but online) is faster, as excel file will be too slow with so many 

entries, and the web based database can be downloaded to excel format. It was just a suggestion, he added – maybe 

to think about it for the future. 

Jean-Luc Voisin showed the Catalogue of Fossil Hominids (Oakely 1971) for the participants to see what kind of 

information it contains. Next, he showed an excel spreadsheet for WG1. Stefano Benazzi showed catalogue of Italian 

fossil human remains form the Palaeolithic to Mesolithic.  

Francesca Romagnoli said that we must simplify it, make it simple for the reader, and WG2 work should be mainly and 

firstly focused on preparing very good and very recent list of references. If we want go deeper into Neandertal 

behaviour, we need to include fauna, lithic information, etc., it is a lot of work, she added. Furthermore, according to 

the comment made yesterday by Trine Kellberg Nielsen, from a cultural-archaeological point of view, the data to be 

included in the iNEAL catalogue should be adapted to the research aim of such catalogue. Thus, Francesca Romagnoli 

suggested that WG2 should particularly provide updated references. This will allow every reader to know where to 

search the specific information and data they are interested in (lithic in-depth description, faunal assemblages, etc.). 

In addition, a critical revision of recent literature will allow identifying possible missing information in the ROAD 

database and contributing to the update of such database. Francesca Romagnoli also said that we should translate the 

abstracts of publications that are written in languages other than English. Stefano Benazzi said that the catalogue of 

Italian human remains was a great resource, but there are now more fossil remains, and it needs to be updated. 

Damian Stefanski said that he will find useful information on stratification. Ivor Janković said that information about 



 

 

 
 

  
  

where the material is would be very useful – so people can contact people responsible for the site: if the site is still 

accessible, if the site can be re-excavated, etc. 

Stefano Benazzi said that if we decide to use the ROAD database, we can continue preparing other information that is 

missing. He continued that we need to agree on the skeleton of the catalogue, as the architecture is almost there if we 

want use the catalogue of Italian fossil remains, but we can add other – for example DNA. 

Ivor suggested that maybe we can include a column or a code for a special finding, every site has something special. 

Francesca Romagnoli said that Working Group 2 decided that if they face a site with a transition, then we will just 

select those with human remains. Trine Kellberg Nielsen asked paleoanthropologists with how many sites with human 

remains are we dealing with, approximately. Giulia Marciani said, that according to ROAD database there are 1.248 

bones in 59 sites. Trine Kellberg Nielsen commented that we should do it the other way around – usually there is a 

research question that needs to be investigated – we need to think what research questions we have as a group.  

Ivor Janković said that he thinks that having this sort of information in the catalogue, it will serve to generate new 

research questions. People will be able to find out what material is there; it will save them months of preparatory 

work. Also, this publication will bridge a certain gap, as there is a lot of interesting material in countries where 

publications on that material are in local languages.  

 

2nd session 

After the coffee break, Giulia Marciani briefly presented ROCEEH, a project of University of Tübingen, and its ROAD 

database, which is one more example for the catalogue. There is such information as stratigraphy, layers and 

assemblages of each site. One more beneficial “layer” of this catalogue are findings and its analysis + quantity of 

findings. Also, there are separate sections (in tables) for organic data (fauna, flora, etc.), and many references.  

Francesca Romagnoli reiterated that WG2 should be focused on bibliography with the aim to include to the lists the 

most recent references of publications, especially on lithics and other archaeological materials. Also, WG2 members 

should collect information on specific keywords (related to the specificity of each site, e.g., pigments, etc.) and all main 

references of the past 4 years. As the result, the Action will have all the newest information in one. Jean-Luc Voisin 

offered to add the code for „symbolic behaviour” + references. Damian Stefanski draw attention to the problem of a 

lot of fake coordinates of sites as well as different formats of coordinates.  

Ivor Janković presented the conclusions and suggestions: 

1. Stefano Benazzi will send the codes and example from the Italian catalogue to all WG leaders and substitutes, 

and also a link to the ROAD database. 

2. WG1 will be responsible for sending a complete list of sites with Neandertal remains that will be in the 

publications and for which data will be collected (at least for the 1st publication). 



 

 

 
 

  
  

3. WG leaders will review this with their WG members and suggest adding relevant codes for their datasets. This 

needs to be done in next 2-3 weeks. 

4. After the described above, the Action will be able to define the people responsible for filling all codes for each 

country and, if needed, find experts that we are missing to do this. 

5. The ROAD database also has information that we can utilize – the Action needs to define who will be the 

person or persons responsible for this and let WG leaders know. A suggestion was to define one person in 

charge from each WG to do this. 

Giulia Marciani, Andrew Kandel and Carolin Röding will revise the list of the objects (sites) and check it with ROAD 

database. 

Jean-Luc Voisin invited everyone to help to fill the data even if it is only one code and not from your country. 

Ivor Janković said that first step should be to prepare the list of sites and do the crosscheck. Only afterwards we will 

add the relevant codes and proceed. The first 2 steps should be done in 2-4 weeks (to have a list and agree on the 

codes). He expects 90 % of full list of sites. However, if there will be any gaps at the beginning – we will contact other 

experts to help and to fill it or do it later by ourselves. 90 % list of sites should be done in 1-2 week. We will need local 

experts to fill the gaps for sure, and we need to find them.  

Sanjin Mihelić said that at first it is very important to recognize and know each responsible country and responsible 

person for the activities there, everyone need to know what and when should be done and who is doing what.  

Francesca Romagnoli said that WG2 is planning to organise online meeting in 2-3 weeks, but is possible that this will 

be delayed because of the fieldwork activity of several members, especially for allowing the ROCEEH members to 

participate. There, WG2 members will check relevant codes and discuss other aspects that might be added to the 

catalogue.  

Damian Stefanski said that the Action needs to find the standard for the names of sites. Francesca Romagnoli suggested 

that there might be different columns for different names, e.g., 2 columns: 

1. specific name in local language; 

2. international/most common/well-known name (just need to add several codes for that). 

She recommended at first to prepare the list of sites and only then to find out the best way for names according to the 

list. Also, she suggested the last deadline for the final and completed list of sites to have – the beginning of September 

(just after EAA Annual Meeting) – and start to fill it in September. 

Carolin Röding said that all new data and references which are not included in existing and known databases need to 

be send to Andrew Kandel and Miriam Haidle (University of Tubingen). 

Sanjin Mihelić suggested that, as there will be a lot of iNEAL members at the EAA Annual Meeting in Budapest, to meet 

just before the EAA session in Budapest for a short discussion.  



 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

3rd session 

After the lunch break, Ivor Janković suggested the following: 

1. Everyone needs to contact as many colleagues as possible and ask about their knowledge of young researchers 

that may be interested in iNEAL possibilities (for STSMs from ITC countries, both grantees and hosts), and 

encourage them to apply. 

2. To announce topical STMSs for dealing with specific issue (from host to the grantee). The Action needs to deal 

with it and actively contact ITC countries. We should emphasize that this is reasonable and easy to do for. It 

might work both bottom-up and top-down.  

Stefano Benazzi and Giulia Marciani offered an idea to open a call for learning how to fill various databases and to fill 

ours. 

The meeting ended at 15.00. 

 
  



 

 

 
 

  
  

Core Group meeting 
The meeting started at 15.30. 

Ivor Janković said that the Action should try to use the budget for STSMs. If we do not need 12 STSMs as it was planned, 

we can reallocate the budget until the end of the grant period to other needs. Also, if there will be a need, Core Group 

can meet in an in-person meeting. 

Sanjin Mihelić stated that everybody knows their duties and tasks and we all need to respect the goals and the timeline. 

He reminded everyone about the EAA booklet – there will be some information about WGs and iNEAL activities 

included. He asked everyone to send him such kind of information in the next 2 weeks. In early August, we need to 

have printed copies and start distributing them.  

Ivor Janković will send a reminder for all WG leaders with the aim to collect information about future activities for the 

next grant period. 

Ron Pinhasi suggested a possibility to organise an additional workshop (in the next grant period). 

Ivor Janković asked everyone to think about news ways and formats of how we can be active and add these ideas to 

the next grant period.  

The meeting ended at 16.00. 
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Monday, June 6th 2022 

Working Groups meeting 

10:00-11:00  Address from Action Chair 
Update on Action status, major issues to discuss at the WG meetings 
(Ivor Janković, ACTION CHAIR) 
General discussion 

  
11:00-11:30 
 
11:30-13:00 

Coffee break 
 
Working Groups meetings – joint meeting of all WG’s 

Working Group 1: FOSSIL DATA 
Welcome address and status of the Action’s agenda of the WG 1 
(Jean-Luc Voisin, substitute for Katerina Harvati, WG1 LEADER) 
Missing expertises, data collecting format 
 

Working Group 2: CULTURAL DATA 
Welcome address and status of the Action’s agenda of the WG 2 
(Francesca Romagnoli, WG2 LEADER) 
Missing expertises, data collecting format 

 

13:00-14:30 Lunch break 

14:30-17:00 
 
 
 
 
 

Working Group 3: MOLECULAR DATA 
Welcome address and status of the Action’s agenda of the WG 3 
(Ron Pinhasi, WG3 LEADER) 

Missing expertises, data collecting format 
 

Working Group 4: FROM PAST TO PRESENT 
Welcome address and status of the Action’s agenda of the WG 4 
(Sanjin Mihelić, WG4 LEADER) 
 

17:00-18:00 
 
 
18:00-19:15 
 
 
19:30 

Visit of the BONES Lab (Laboratory of Osteoarchaeology and Paleoanthropology) 
Department of Cultural Heritage, via degli Ariani 1, 48121 Ravenna 
 

Coffee break/aperitif 
Department of Cultural Heritage, via degli Ariani 1, 48121 Ravenna 
 
Networking dinner (Ristorante pizzeria Al 45, Via Paolo Costa, 45, 48121 Ravenna) 

Optional, individually extra charged 



 

 

 
 

  
  

 

Tuesday, June 7th 2022 

Working Groups meeting 

 

  
09:30-11:00 Joint meeting of all Working Groups  

 
Data collecting formats. Discussing the final forms 
 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 
  
11:30-12:30 Joint meeting of all Working Groups  

 
Brainstorming. Tasks and steps to be taken (GP2 and GP3) 
 

12:30-13:30 Lunch break 
  
13:30-15:00 All WG’s: General discussion, ideas and suggestions (45 min) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15:30-16:00 

 
 
 
 

Core Group meeting 
 
CORE GROUP MEETING (only for CG members) 

  
 

 


